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For the information in English, Chinese, and Korean, please look at the following page by
Sapporo City.
https!//www.city.sapporo.jp/2019n-cov_foreign.html
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March 5, 2020
On Novel Coronavirus Infection

Kenta Hiramoto

Dean of Faculty of Economics and Business

With the recent outbreak of the new coronavirus infectious disease (COVID-19), everyone
must be worried about it. As of 15:00 on March 4, 82 cases of infection have been reported
in Hokkaido, and a further increase is expected. However, the fatality rate of COVID-19 is

about 2%, and that of younger people is much lower.

Many young people have no symptoms when infected, but they might spread the virus
without realizing it. The risk of infection is high when people stay in a closed space with

little ventilation for more than one hour.

What we would like to ask you now is to stay calm without being misguided by unconfirmed
information spread on the Internet. Various actions are currently being taken by the
government as well as by Hokkaido University. On the university's web page, information
on " COVID-19 Health Alerts and Advisories" is published and updated as necessary.
https!//www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/university-life/health-and-wellness/covid-19-health-

alerts-and-advisories/

Please take a close look at these contents and act to minimize the risk of infection.

If you have any concerns, whether you are a Japanese or international student, please do
not hesitate to contact your supervisor. Please do not hesitate to contact us at any time if
you have any symptoms. If you cannot reach your supervisor, please contact Prof. Yukiko
Abe, vice dean of our faculty. (Email: abey (at) econ.hokudai.ac.jp, replace (at) with @ ).

The virus is invisible, and no effective treatment has been found. However, if each person
acts to prevent infection and protects oneself, it will eventually stop the spread of disease.

Please be calm and respond appropriately.

For the information in English, Chinese, and Korean, please refer to the following page by
Sapporo City.
https://www.city.sapporo.jp/2019n-cov_foreign.html




